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FOOD &
FARMLANDS
RESOLUTION

Santa Clara County

Bringing Everyone to the Table

A Resolution in Support of Efforts to Meet
Santa Clara County’s Current and Future

Food and Farmlands Needs                    

INTRODUCTION

The Need for Innovative Leadership in 
Meeting Our Food and Farmlands Needs
We, the undersigned organizations, are each involved with 
or concerned about various aspects of food and/or farmlands 
issues in Santa Clara County.
In addition to the important work we are doing individually, we 
are working together to call greater attention to the bigger, 
overall picture.
The considerable cumulative significance of the issues we are 
currently addressing and those we are likely to face in the future 
require that we make larger strides to meet these challenges.
For that reason, we are endorsing this Santa Clara County Food 
and Farmlands Resolution.
Santa Clara County has a worldwide reputation for leadership 
in technological innovation. We believe that it can and must 
work toward having a similar reputation for the ways in which we 
address current and future food and farmlands challenges in our 
county.
It is our hope that it will focus more resources and productive 
efforts on meeting these challenges.
The actions we take today can help meet not only our 
county’s current needs, but also provide social, economic, and 
environmental benefits for future generations.
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OVERVIEW

Our Responsibilities
WHEREAS, We have responsibilities to current and future 
generations to assure that:
• All residents of our community have access to healthy, 

affordable food, and
• Our remaining farmlands will be available for productive use 

to meet current and future needs
Access to Fresh, Local Produce
WHEREAS, Healthy diets contribute to our personal health and 
the overall health of our communities
WHEREAS, Access to fresh, locally-grown produce can 
contribute to healthier diets and the enjoyment of more flavorful 
meals
Food Availability
WHEREAS, Healthy, affordable foods are not available in some 
of our neighborhoods
Food Insecurity and Hunger
WHEREAS, Many of our county’s low-income residents face 
difficulties in meeting their basic food and nutrition needs
Potential for Higher Future Food Prices
WHEREAS, Future food prices may increase significantly due to 
world population growth, climate change and extreme weather 
events, water supply challenges, the increased ability of other 
nations to compete with us for food supplies in world markets, 
changes in the diets of other nations toward more resource 
intensive foods (e.g. meat), and conversion of productive 
farmlands to non-farming uses

Aging of Our Population
WHEREAS, As the Baby Boom Generation enters its senior 
years and our population becomes significantly older – with 
many more retirees living on modest retirement incomes – more 
of our residents will become vulnerable to the effects of rising 
food prices on their household budgets, which are already being 
stressed by high housing and medicine costs
Farmlands Protection
WHEREAS, Our currently remaining farmlands in Santa Clara 
County will become ever more important in meeting our future 
food needs
Farmlands and Our Environment
WHEREAS, Farmlands contribute to the health of our 
environment and protect open space resources
Farmlands and Our Economy
WHEREAS, Farming and related activities contribute to the 
strength and diversity of our local economy
Farmlands and Urban Development Policy
WHEREAS, Protection of farmlands helps implement our 
county’s longstanding, countywide urban development policies 
that favor accommodating growth within existing urban areas, 
rather than expanding into farmlands and other open space 
lands
Urban Farming
WHEREAS, There are many opportunities for increasing food 
production, as well as educational and recreational farming, 
within our urban areas
WHEREAS, Urban farming activities help connect urban 
residents with the sources of our food and the importance of 
having places to grow it
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Supporting Local Agriculture
WHEREAS, We can help support local agriculture by:
• Purchasing locally-grown produce and encouraging local 

restaurants, businesses, and institutions to do so also
• Encouraging our local officials to support policies and actions 

that will responsibly address our current and future food and 
farmlands needs

Challenges Facing Local Farmers
WHEREAS, Farmers in Santa Clara County face a number of 
challenges, including agricultural worker housing shortages, 
potential conflicts with adjacent land uses, and difficulties 
obtaining financing
Regulatory Barriers to Food Production and Distribution
WHEREAS, Efforts to increase production and improve 
distribution of locally-grown produce are sometimes hindered by 
government regulations
Healthy, Sustainable Farming Practices
WHEREAS, Farming operations should be undertaken in 
ways that are sustainable and protect the health of agricultural 
workers, as well as the land and our environment
Leading by Example
WHEREAS, Although the future availability and price of food will 
be impacted by many different forces, most of which are beyond 
our local control, we nonetheless have an opportunity and an 
obligation to provide leadership in calling attention to current and 
future food challenges and the actions necessary to address 
them, and thereby promote similar actions in counties throughout 
the region, state, and nation

POLICIES

THEREFORE, We endorse the following general policy 
directions to help assure that all Santa Clara County residents 
will have access to healthy, affordable food, now and in the 
future:
• Inform our county’s residents, leaders, and businesses about 

important current and future food and farmlands challenges 
and opportunities

• Promote healthy eating
• Increase the availability of healthy, affordable food 

throughout the county
• Protect our remaining farmlands and ranchlands
• Encourage urban agriculture
• Support sustainable local agriculture
• Remove unnecessary regulatory barriers to local food 

production and distribution
• Make Santa Clara County an innovative model for 

responsibly addressing current and future food and 
farmlands issues
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• Food System Alliance, 

Santa Clara County

• The Health Trust

• Sacred Heart 
Community Services

• Veggielution
• Full Circle Farm
• Garden to Table
• Hidden Villa
• Kitchen Table Advisors
• Common Ground 

Garden, a project of 
Ecology Action

• Fresh Approach
• Slow Food South Bay

• League of Women 
Voters of San Jose / 
Santa Clara

 

ENDORSING ORGANIZATIONS (As of 11/14/16)RESOURCES

The policies supported in this resolution are based on policies 
and recommendations of the recently-adopted “Health Element 
of the Santa Clara County General Plan” and the “Food System 
Assessment” prepared by the Santa Clara County Food System 
Alliance.
The complete versions of these documents can be viewed and 
downloaded at the following websites:
Health Element of the Santa Clara County General Plan
 https://www.sccgov.org/sites/dpd/DocsForms/Documents/

HealthElement_20150825_Adopted_Final.pdf
Santa Clara County Food System Assessment
 http://fsa-scc.squarespace.com

To add your organization’s endorsement of this 
Resolution to this list of endorsers, please notify:
Santa Clara County Food System Alliance
scc.alliance@gmail.com

The process of gathering organization endorsements 
for this Resolution is ongoing.

• American Farmland 
Trust (AFT)

• Community Alliance with 
Family Farmers (CAFF)

• Sustainable Agriculture 
Education (SAGE)

 
• Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce
• Silicon Valley 

Leadership Group 
(SVLG)

• San Jose Silicon Valley 
Chamber of Commerce

• Seniors’ Agenda, Santa 
Clara County

• Kids in Common, 
a program of Planned 
Parenthood Mar Monte

• Committee for Green 
Foothills

• SPUR
• Greenbelt Alliance

• Living Classroom


